CRUCIAL CREW EVENT REALLY COULD PROVE CRUCIAL
Pupils from 34 primary schools right across Tendring learnt vital lessons in community safety at a special event staged over two weeks.

The multi-agency run Crucial Crew was held at Valley Farm Holiday Park in Clacton with the aim of raising awareness of the potential dangers young people face as they grow up.
The event was organised by Tendring District Council (TDC) and attracted 1,371 ten and eleven-year-olds.

They were faced with an exciting series of scenarios on subjects such as road safety, first aid, drugs and alcohol and personal health.

Among the organisations taking part were Essex Police, Essex County Fire and Rescue, RNLI, Teentalk, British Red Cross, Support at the Junction, Be Safe Be Cool, the Stop Smoking Service and the Essex Young People’s Drug and Alcohol Service.

Lynda McWilliams, TDC’s Cabinet Member for Customer and Central Services, went along and was impressed with what she discovered.

“It is an excellent example of partnership working between the Council and its Community Safety partners, the pupils loved it and were very enthusiastic about taking part,” she said.

“It may just be that the lessons learned at the event will help save lives, serious injury or poor health in the future.”

High Sheriff of Essex, Lady Ruggles Brise, also attended Crucial Crew and was full of praise.

“As High Sheriff I visit many charities around the county and all of them are very worthwhile,” she said.

“It was so interesting to see how the children leant how to stay safe and I was particularly impressed with the advice given by the Essex Young People Drug and Alcohol Service. I thoroughly endorse the whole event.”

Leanne Thornton, TDC’s Community Safety Manager, thanked all those organisations that ran scenarios as without their help Crucial Crew could not be staged.

She said it was a brilliant way of getting safety messages across in a fun and exciting way. 
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